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Auro Robotics Is Testing A Driverless Shuttle System On
College Campuses
Posted Aug 13, 2015 by Lucas Matney (@lucas_matney)
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College students may soon be taking autonomous shuttles between classes and wherever
else they need to go on campus.
Y Combinator-backed Auro Robotics is currently testing their driverless shuttle system at
several universities, and is actually beginning to deploy shuttles on the campus of Santa
Clara University.
The company is also planning to expand to other markets like amusement parks, retirement
communities and small islands, with some projects in those spaces already set to take off “in
the later part of this year.”

Auro has chosen to focus on these small, contained environments largely because they are
controlled by private corporations, and thus are not subject to the heavy government
regulation that Google and other companies are stuck behind with their driverless cars.
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Current shuttle prototype from Auro Robotics, founded by Nalin Gupta, Jit Ray
Chowdhury and Srinivas Reddy.
“The unique advantage this strategy gives us is that we are able to mobilize the shuttles now
instead of waiting for the next five or ten years for laws to get through,” Auro Robotics
CEO Nalin Gupta said.
Gupta told me that the main challenge in designing an autonomous vehicle for this sort of
area is building one that can smartly and safely navigate heavy pedestrian traffic, something
he said their team has been finessing for some time.
The team actually creates a three-dimensional map of the environments that they’re
deploying the shuttles in, so that the vehicles can be as responsive and aware of their
surroundings as possible.
With so many unique factors to account for, efficiency is really of the essence to the group as
it hopes to break out and become one of the dominant players in the autonomous shuttle
space. Gupta and his team are rapidly making improvements to the components of their
vehicles to make them as intelligent as possible. The group has relied on several third-party
technologies such as Polysync to reduce the time it takes to get their vehicles to market.
The company is currently working on two separate models of their shuttles, so that,
depending on the needs of the area, the vehicles can either follow a closed-loop route with
pre-defined stops or could be called on-demand to pick up a user and drop them off at a
location that they define.

Driverless cars may be a ways off from hitting mainstream, but it seems the campus of the
future is already on its way.
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Ken Seville
Remember when people used to walk across campus? Thank goodness those days are gone.
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Jit Ray Chowdhury · CoFounder at Auro Robotics
https://vimeo.com/136370873
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Jignesh Sindha · MGITER NAVSARI
Nice one Jit..
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Adam MuellerClaus Ruddle · Engineering Manager at Tesla Motors
Heathrow pod did this 5 years ago.
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Jit Ray Chowdhury · CoFounder at Auro Robotics
We are not the first one to do it, neither a fast transit sytem, but I think we are bit different
that the Heathrow pod solution that runs on fixed routes and hope to able to cater to many
who needs this.
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Siri Lawrence
Programmers have 2 ways to change the world:
Challenge yourself or Challenge the world
All at www.helpoo.com, a crowdsourcing platform of computing problems
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